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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
LAKE SUPERIOR BIATHLON 
SECURES STRONG RESULTS AT 2026 ONTARIO WINTER GAMES 
 
The 2026 Ontario Winter Games Biathlon event in Duntroon brought 
together the province’s biathletes for three days of focused competition. 
Hosted by the Highlands Trailblazers, the venue tested every athlete with 
fog, wet snow, and steady rain that moved across the course and range. 
 
Biathletes, coaches, officials, and volunteers worked through reduced 
visibility and heavy moisture from the first zero to the final finish. Skis 
required constant preparation as tracks softened and slowed. Rifles 
demanded extra attention on the line as rain and snow affected sight 
picture and stability. The 4.5km Sprint opened the competition, followed 
by the 6.0km Pursuit, a format that rewards discipline and composure 
under pressure. 
 
This event marked a first for biathlon in Ontario. Both 0.22 calibre and 
EcoAim categories competed side by side for U15 and U17 biathletes. 
The 0.22 biathletes managed recoil and wind drift under live fire pressure. 
EcoAim biathletes relied on electronic systems while adapting to moisture 
and shifting light on the targets. The format strengthened athlete 
progression across the province. 
 
In the U17 Male 0.22 Sprint, Rohen Bartlett of Chelsea Nordic set the 
pace in 17:25.8 despite five misses. Lake Superior Biathlon’s Ethen 
Bergman took silver in 17:32.1 with two misses, placing himself six 
seconds back for the Pursuit start. Rhys Turgeon of Lake Superior 
Biathlon secured bronze in 18:02.2 with four misses. In the 6.0km Pursuit, 
Bartlett held on for gold in 29:14.3. Bergman pushed through four prone 
stages and finished second in 30:46.2, 1:36.9 behind. Turgeon fought 
through 15 total misses and a target malfunction adjustment yet 
maintained third in 31:37.4.



 

 

 
 

Abigail Skomoroh of Lake Superior Biathlon delivered a decisive performance in the U17 
Female 0.22 4.5km Sprint. She won in 18:46.0 with four misses. Evelyn Budzinski of Chelsea 
Nordic placed second in 19:19.9 and Sofia Yurack of Chelsea Nordic third in 19:23.5. In the 
6.0km Pursuit, Skomoroh controlled the race from the front and finished in 31:01.9 with nine 
total misses across four bouts. Yurack secured silver in 32:08.7, while Budzinski earned bronze 
in 32:21.1. 
 
Cedar Clark of Lake Superior Biathlon dominated the U17 Male EcoAim 4.5km Sprint. He won 
in 15:10.9 despite five misses, opening a gap of more than two minutes. Samuel Lee of Kanata 
Nordic placed second in 17:48.3 and Keiran Prentice of Hardwood Ski and Bike third in 18:13.2. 
Clark extended his lead in the 6.0km Pursuit, stopping the clock at 25:52.1 with six total misses. 
Lee followed in 29:04.1, and Prentice rounded out the podium in 31:25.8. 
 
Lake Superior Biathlon now shifts focus toward the 2026 Biathlon Nationals in Canmore, Alberta 
from March 23 to 29, 2025. The Ontario Winter Games provided head-to-head racing 
experience in difficult conditions and clear benchmarks for improvement. The team extends its 
thanks to the Ontario Winter Games committee and the many volunteers who supported the 
event through long hours and challenging weather. 
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About Lake Superior Biathlon 
Lake Superior Biathlon (LSB) is a premier biathlon club based in Thunder Bay, Ontario, dedicated to 
developing athletes in the demanding sport of biathlon, which combines cross-country skiing with rifle 
shooting. The club offers high-quality coaching, training programs, and competition opportunities for 
athletes of all levels, from grassroots to high-performance racing. LSB athletes compete at provincial, 
national, and international events, with many representing Ontario at the Canada Winter Games, North 
American Biathlon Championships, and Biathlon Canada-sanctioned races. 
 
LSB proudly partners with Big Thunder Nordic Ski Club and Lappe Nordic Ski Club, two of Northern 
Ontario’s top cross-country ski programs, providing athletes with world-class training environments and 
expert coaching. The club operates out of both the Kamview Nordic Centre and the Thunder Bay District 
Fish and Game Association outdoor ranges, offering access to top-tier facilities for training and 
competitions. LSB receives charitable gaming funds from Superior Shores Gaming Association, 
supporting athlete development, coaching programs, and travel to elite competitions 
 
Committed to fostering excellence, community, and youth development, Lake Superior Biathlon continues 
to grow the next generation of biathlon champions while promoting an active outdoor lifestyle. 
 


